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Synopsis

Here’s the brand new edition of our award-winning reference book on pruning -- revised to include
lots of additional information and enhanced illustrations. With expert advice on the latest techniques
and valuable insights on new plants, this updated version of The Pruning Book deserves a
prominent place in your gardening library. From humble houseplants to the most amazing exotics,
author Lee Reich explains all the dos and don’ts of cutting back. So you’ll always make the right cut
the first time -- every time. Reich demystifies even the most complex pruning strategies by providing
the precise timing and exact techniques you’ll need to guarantee healthy growth and beautiful form.
In great detail, he walks you through the process of pruning everything from ornamental trees and
bushes to topiaries and bonsai. And all his insights are delivered with clear, straightforward prose
and supported by 250 colorful photos and 135 drawings. Whether you're a professional gardener, a
landscape veteran -- or pruning for the very first time -- this essential reference gives you everything

you need to master the subtle art of pruning.
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Customer Reviews

A Reviews of the previous edition: & ceWith its straightforward prose and diagram, "The Pruning
Book" is a good antidote to & “pruning panica ™, an affliction known to experienced and novice
gardeners alike.a * "Country Living Gardener" A a ceReich does a super job of simplifying what can
be a confusing topic. . .Lots of pictures and sketches help immenselya |At last someone has laid out

the ground rules to decipher the mess once and for all.4 « --"Sunday Patriot-News" A & ceA more



detailed approach and covers a wide variety of plants. . . Of particular value are the explanations of
timing and techniques for pruning deciduous ornamental bushes.a « --"Detroit"" News and Free
Press" A 4 ceThe author is an accomplished horticulturist and garden writer, and he melds these
two talents to achieve a book that is both informative and easy to reada [This book should be in the
library of all serious gardeners and landscape maintain Reviews of the previous edition: "With its
straightforward prose and diagram, "The Pruning Book" is a good antidote to ’pruning panic’, an
affliction known to experienced and novice gardeners alike." "Country Living Gardener" "Reich does
a super job of simplifying what can be a confusing topic. . .Lots of pictures and sketches help
immensely...At last someone has laid out the ground rules to decipher the mess once and for all."
--"Sunday Patriot-News" "A more detailed approach and covers a wide variety of plants. . . Of
particular value are the explanations of timing and techniques for pruning deciduous ornamental
bushes." --"Detroit"" News and Free Press" "The author is an accomplished horticulturist and
garden writer, and he melds these two talents to achieve a book that is both informative and easy to
read...This book should be in the library of all serious gardeners and landscape

maintainers."--"HortScience"

Lee Reich is an author, lecturer, and consultant whose books include "The Pruning Book" and
"Weedless Gardening". Reich grows a broad assortment of fruit plants in his own garden, which has

been featured in the "New York Times, Organic Gardening", and "Martha Stewart Living".

I’'m a novice gardener and have gotten so far in my gardening knowledge, but | have always felt that
there was something missing... | knew that pruning was important but | was sure that there was a
science behind it that | was simply lacking and therefore didn’t dare take my clippers or saw to a
tree without first understanding the science behind it!After a few days with this marvelous book, |
went out and bought a new pruning saw and went nuts! The book provides a couple of chapters that
explain the intricacies of pruning and the general background knowledge that one needs before
chopping anything up. One chapter provides you with knowledge that you need regarding:* the
many types of pruning tools out there* when to use each type* how to use these tools* how to
properly store and care for your tools* how to sharpen your pruning toolsl’'m just glad | didn’t go out
and buy any tools until | had read this book and it really broadened my horizons... for example |
used to use a regular wood saw when pruning and | noticed that halfway through the branch the
saw would being to jam up as mush would begin to form which would gum up the saw. After reading

the book | realized that this type of saw was only intended for use on dried wood and not on green



or fresh wood. Once | bought a pruning saw, the job become a lot less tedious and easier to
do!Then for each type of tree or plant, you are referred to a specific chapter where it specifically tells
you when during the year to prune that type of plant, how and where to make the cuts and
more.This book really takes the guess work out of pruning. It makes it very understandable and
gives you a solid foundation based on which you can experiment based on what you know. For
example, | couldn’t find anything on tamarind trees, so | had to experiment and it turns out that the
golden rule of pruning while the plant is dormant is the way to go... sure | had a week crop this year,
but hey... next season is always just around the corner. | have two henna trees, one of which |
pruned and the other I just got lazy, and the one | pruned has flowered and has come back well,
while the other one is unchanged and is not flowering as it should be.l strongly recommend this
book as the go to guide for anyone who is a gardener or just anyone who is curious about pruning
for that matter. | usually tend to buy two to three books about one subject and then read and
compare, but | only bought this pruning book and | do not intend on buying another. This is the

ultimate go to guide when it comes to pruning for me!

I've been learning about pruning in bits and pieces over the last six or seven years. My methods
have involved reading extension service websites and lots of trial and error, and even though I'm
improving, | often feel like I'm not entirely sure where and when to make that cut.Lee Reich’s book
helped me connect the dots. | suspect that an experienced pruner wouldn’t get much out of the
book, but if you're starting from scratch, The Pruning Book will be perfect. The illustrations (both
drawings and photos) are very clear, and the book is well laid out, with an introductory 30 pages that
explain why and how to prune, then specific sections on different types of plants.l don’t keep many
books, but The Pruning Book is getting a permanent space on the shelf since | suspect I'll be

referring back to it for years to come.

| own five other reference books on pruning. This is the most comprehensive and easy to
understand. If there is anything missing, | have yet to notice it. The why, when, and how to prune is
meticulously covered on everything from Abelia, to Zoysia grass. Any gardener needing a great
pruning guide that covers just about everything growing in today’s gardens, should pick up this
book.

Definitely some useful tips here for gardeners, but also missing lots of points that would be helpful.

The information on season to prune is good to a point, but then falls down when you want to decide



about a number of trees and shrubs that are common, for example.

We were somewhat disappointed by this book. It does tell you how to prune just about everything,
but the way it is laid out makes it a bit hard to use. There are plant lists, but when you look up your
particular plant, it doesn’t tell you ANYTHING. It took us awhile to figure out that once you find the
plant you are looking for, you then have to read that chapter that will tell you how to prune that type

of plant. It was a bit confusing and not as user-friendly as | expected.

Look no further-you have found the only pruning book you will ever need for trees and shrubs. |
have searched many books and internet sites to find advise on garden pruning -- this book is the
best. Well written and superbly illustrated. | rejuvenated all my overgrown garden trees and shrubs

this spring with the expert advise from Mr. Reich -- he saved my overgrown garden.

Good general book. One section on pruning methods (about 4 pages). Rest isn’t very usefull

regarding pruning.

| was particularly interested in the fruit tree section. There is an overall pruning overview, but the
book goes even further, detailing how each specific fruit tree (or vine) type should be pruned. | am
sure this book will change my pruning habits on nearly every type of plant above and beyond the

fruit tree category. An excellent resource that has exceeded my expectations.
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